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A message from President John Brinkman 
 As I begin thinking ahead to spring and the warm-

er temperatures and longer days, I’m also reflecting on the 

many things that happened this past couple of months. 

January 10th and 11th, I attended the 2014 DNR 
Roundtable in Bloomington. Ed Boggess (DNR) was the 

emcee and Governor Dayton gave us a welcome speech. 

The major topics of discussion for the 2-day event were 

Clean Water Legacy Funds, Outdoor Heritage Funds, Eco-

logical and Water Resources, and Wildlife Resources. The 

break-out sessions were very informative and information-

al as always, I’m amazed at all the things happening 

around the state each and every day that we all take for 

granted. There are so many dedicated people involved with 

helping to keep our environment, water, wildlife, fishing, 

etc. traditions thriving in Minnesota. 
 January 28th, I traveled to Michigan City, Indiana 

with our NWF Regional Rep, Jason Dinsmore, for a 3 day 

Regional Retreat. Six states around the Great Lakes make 

up the Alliance. Each state presented an update on various 

projects they are involved with and resolutions they have 

set for themselves for 2014. The last day we put together a 

few resolutions we could present at the 2014 NWF Annual 

Meeting in Baltimore on May 1st through May 3rd .First 

Vice President, Joe Hoffman and I will be attending on 

behalf of MCF. 

 On February 24th, I flew to Washington DC for 

the “Teaming With Wildlife” Fly-In event. There were 86 
attendees representing 28 states. Minnesota had four peo-

ple, myself, Greg Hoch, MN Chapter of The Wildlife Soci-

ety, Mark Martell, Audubon Minnesota, and Jane Norris, 

MN DNR. Our goal was to advocate Congress to continue 

their funding for the “State and Tribal Wildlife Grant” 

funding this budget year is $58.7M. On February 25th we 

learned what is the program, why it’s important, who sup-

ports the program, and how to approach Congress men and 

women. Our Minnesota group was able to meet with all 8 

representatives and both senators or at least with their 

staffers. Congresswoman Betty Mc Collum received a 
“Champion for Wildlife” Award. We had a scheduled 

breakfast with Senator Franken, but due to a funeral of a 

close friend, he was unable to attend. Congressman Rick 

Nolan was probably the most excited to meet someone 

from Minnesota, he is always im-

pressed with people that take the time 

to come to DC and speak with him. All

-in-all, our Minnesota delegation was 
very successful in getting the message 

to our legislators in Washington. 

 Back here in Minnesota, the 

legislative sessions has started and 

Gary Botzek is hard at it again. Gary’s 

report is in this issue of MOOD, read 

on. Gary worked with 4 clubs in getting the March 29th 

MCF Regional Banquet ready, Thank you to Belle Plaine, 

Fish Lake, New Market, and Prior Lake Sportsman’s 

Clubs. The banquet was held at the Prior Lake VFW. 

  On April 5th, Lake City Sportsman’s Club hosted 
the 2nd Annual MCF Regional Banquet in Lake City.  

Thank you to Frontenac, Millville, Theilman and Lake 

City Sportsman’s Clubs.  For this banquet call me at 651-

380-7843, for tickets or to donate an auction item.  MCF is 

still encouraging other clubs to consider hosting a Regional 

Banquet.  Gary, Tammy and I are very willing to assist you 

as much as possible; remember to start slow and small and 

build from there.  

 MCF is doing our “Money Raffle” again this 

year.  Tickets are now available from Tammy at the office.  

I’m personally asking that each club sell 100 tickets to 

make this effort a statewide success; it would be much 
appreciated for us to do the best job possible for all of our 

clubs.   

 And finally, March 8th was our last quarterly 

meeting, which was held in the Prior Lake Public Library.  

Our attendance was low again.  Please appoint someone 

from your club to represent you at these meetings.  Senator 

Eric Pratt was our guest speaker. He give us a brief update 

on issues at the capitol.  Gary and I are still making club 

visits as much as possible, so keep calling or emailing to 

set up a time for us to come to you.  Our next quarterly 

meeting will be June 14th in the Mankato area.  See you 
there. 

 Have a great spring! 
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 Ex. Director Report and Legislative Update 
By Gary Botzek 

Executive Director  

  Spring has 

sprung! I love this time 

of year! And, of course, 

that includes the legisla-
tive session.  

 Since late Feb-

ruary the 2014 version of 

the Legislature has been working long 

and hard on major issues. They have 

passed one big tax bill and are already 

working on a second. It is nice to have a 

reserve! They have to adjourn by May 20.  

 The House and Senate are put-

ting together bonding bills. Natural re-

sources and environment projects have 
done well in terms of bonding dollars in 

the past. The MCF is working with habi-

tat partners on bonding money for wild-

life management areas, aquatic manage-

ment areas, scientific and natural area, 

and RIM Reserve. We are working for 

$20 million in state bonding for the RIM 

Reserve program that would match up 

with $30 million in federal aid. 

 The Lessard-Sams Council rec-

ommendations are moving in both the 

House and Senate. The funding recom-
mendations are contained in HF1926/

SF2098 and are expected to provide an 

additional $100 million for habitat, con-

servation, and environmental projects.   

 Lottery dollars for environmen-

tal and natural resources, including AIS 

and Asian carp research, are contained in 

HF1874/SF1899  and are moving in both 

bodies. These bills could provide about 

$30 million for this year! 

 The annual game & fish bill 
(SF2227/HF2852) starts out as a collec-

tion of things that DNR wants to change 

and ends up with a lot more hunting and 

angling issues through amendments.  

These two important bills can take major-

ly different directions setting up a hard 

fought conference committee after the 

Easter break.  

 We have seen oversight hearings 

and possible bills on moose mortality and 

seasons, deer feeding or not, bear re-
search and by whom, wolf seasons and 

quotas, and all kinds of hunting and fish-

ing season changes. The ones that have 

survived this process have been rolled 

into the game and fish policy bill men-

tioned above.    

 We have received two hearings 
on our shooting range grant bill (SF2137/

HF2780). This bill would assist shooting 

ranges with improvements and expansion 

of their ranges in order to better serve the 

growing number of high school students 

interested and involved in range shooting. 

Our bill proposed $2 million from the 

game and fish fund, appropriated to the 

DNR, and re-granted to shooting clubs 

open to the general public.  The legisla-

tive response has been very positive and 
we are expecting legislative language to 

pass that expands the shooting range pro-

gram and provides additional dollars next 

session. 

 Many clubs are growing and are 

out of space due to the state high school 

league shooting team development that 

Jim Sable and others have been so suc-

cessful at getting started. The shootings 

ranges are used by city, county, and state 

law enforcement for training, as well. 

Many clubs are in need of new buildings, 
improved or expanded parking lots and 

entrance roads, buffering, and other struc-

tural needs. The MCF is very supportive 

of expanding the current DNR run grant 

program to assist these clubs. 

 We have also been involved in 

efforts to protect our wetlands. Bills like 

HF2850/SF1971 would change the law 

and rules regarding wetland replacement 

due for mining activities. The big mining 

proposals for NE Minnesota call for the 
drainage of thousands of acres of wet-

lands with migration locations and place-

ment yet to be resolved. A number of 

conservation and environmental groups 

are working together in a Wetlands Coali-

tion in an effort to protect and defend the 

Wetland Conservation Act. We strongly 

support the no net loss law of the state! 

 We participate in a drainage task 

force that meets year round. The changes 

that everyone can agree with were rolled 

into one bill this year. This year the 
agreements are in SF2221/HF2571). The 

bills are moving. 

 The DNR’s Aquatic Invasive 

Species Task Force that I serve on sub-

mitted a report with policy and funding 

recommendations to the legislature in 

January. The reports stresses the need for 

additional funds to fight AIS species that 

are taking over our lakes and rivers. A 
Senate bill would provide $10 million in 

local aid to counties for public access 

inspection and public education.  

 The Asian Carp battle in Minne-

sota continues! As a member of the Stop 

Carp Coalition, the MCF provides a lead-

ership role in the fight to stop the norther-

ly movement of Asian Carp. We assisted 

in getting language in federal legislation 

that would provide a process to close the 

St. Anthony Lock in Minneapolis. Prior 
to 1965, when the lock and dam was 

built, there are a natural waterfall at the 

site and no fish moved north of that natu-

ral barrier. The closure of the lock would 

better protect our northern fishing lakes. 

We are working with the DNR on possi-

ble fish barriers on other locks and dams 

on the Mississippi River, as well as other 

control measures for the Minnesota and 

St. Croix Rivers. The lock closure lan-

guage is awaiting conference committee 

agreement in Washington, DC.  
 Dr. Sorenson’s AIS Research 

team at the St. Paul campus of the Uni-

versity of Minnesota is in place and 

working long and hard to come up with a 

control strategy. We will assist in his 

efforts to secure bonding dollars for lab 

improvements. There is money in the 

bonding bills to expand and improve the 

research lab. 

 We were pleased with the final 

language of the Federal Farm Bill that 
requires conservation compliance by the 

farmer in order to receive crop insurance. 

We’re happy to see a sod saver section in 

the bill that includes Minnesota. The bat-

tle in DC was led by the National Wild-

life Federation, PF, and other conserva-

tion groups.  

 MCF President Brinkman and I 

visited a number of member sportsmen’s 

clubs this winter. We traveled to provide 

an update on the activities of the MCF, 

including fund raising efforts, introduce 
our new raffle, and provide an update on 

legislative matters of interest and con-

cern. Pleas call me at 651-293-9295 or 

email me :gary@capitolconnections.com 

if you have any questions.   

Executive Director News 
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Meet MCF Scholarship  

Winner…. 

Stephanie Hertzog 
 I have loved nature and wild-

life for as long as I can remember. I 

graduated from Becker High School in 

2010, after completing two years of Post

-Secondary education between both St. 

Cloud State University and Northwest-

ern College. I took a break from my 

education for a year, to determine which 

career direction to pursue. I began at-

tending Central Lakes College in Brain-

erd, MN during the fall semester in 

2011  double-majoring Natural Re-

sources and Law Enforcement. I don't 

feel like I have ever made a better deci-
sion. 

I am currently in my sixth and final 

semester at Central Lakes College, and 

will be graduating this May, 2014. Dur-

ing my time here, I have attended many 

volunteer projects and other opportuni-

ties. I was elected to be Treasurer of the  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Natural Resource Club for the 2013 

and 2014 school years. I have been a 

part of an ongoing 'Fisher Project' in 

Camp Ripley, which is over-seen by 
John Erb, the state fur-bearer specialist. 

I was chosen by Dr. William Faber and 

the Camp Ripley wildlife biologist team 

to be the Fisher Project student liaison 

for the 2014 school year. I have also 

volunteered in Camp Ripley during the 

Conservation Officer Training Academy 

with Roxie Bouc, and during the annual 

Archery Hunts at the DNR check sta-

tion. 

I am absolutely thrilled to have been 
chosen as the Minnesota Conservation 

Federation Scholarship recipient. It has 

been an immense help to me. Thank you 

guys so much for the consideration!  

  

 

   

 

Quarter Meeting 
June 14, 2014 

Union Hill Bar 
10am 

Union Hill, MN 
Directions: Take 169 to the High-

way 19 exit—same exit as Hender-

son. Instead of going to Henderson go 

toward New Prague. Union Hill is 

about half way between 169 exit and 

New Prague. 

 

Lunch is on your own at the bar 

following the meeting! 

   

More news…. 

MCF Seeking to fill 1 board posi-

tion: Second Vice President……. 
 Would you be interested in 

serving on the executive board, which 

meets monthly at MCF office on a 

Wednesday night starting at 7PM with a 

call in phone number of people unable to 

attend meetings in person.  The full 

board assists in membership recruitment 

and retention in a regional coverage ap-

proach.  

 If you are interested in serving 
conservation and the environment issues 

and projects in Minnesota  here is a way 

to do so! Please contact Gary Botzek at 

651-293-9295 or email at 

gary@capitolconnections.com 

 
Congresswoman McCollum with our Minnesota partners at the Teaming With Wildlife 
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Submit your club’s news to Minnesota Out of Doors 

Newsletter 

T he Minnesota Conservation  Federation’s Minnesota 

Out of Doors newsletter is a place for member clubs to 

present news about their accomplishments. Club news and/or 

photos can be submitted to: Tammy Abrahamson  
Minnesota Conservation Federation, 542 Snelling Avenue 

South #104, St. Paul, MN  55116, or by e-mail to  

info@mncf.org. All submissions should be directed to Tam-

my. The deadline for submissions for the next newsletter is  

June 13, 2014   

 

John Brinkman, President 

Joe Hoffmann, 1st Vice President 

vacant, 2nd Vice President 

Rylee Main, Treasurer 

Steve Maurice, Secretary 

Minnesota Conservation Federation 

2013-14 Officers 

ANY ITEMS FOR PUBLICATION MAY BE E-MAILED 

OR SENT TO THE MINNESOTA CONSERVATION 

FEDERATION ——  info@mncf.org 

Thank you to the following 

clubs for your support!   
Ann Lake Watershed Alliance 

Becker County Sportsmen's Club 

Belle Plaine Sportsmans Club 

Bradford Sportsman's Club 

Bryon Sportsmen & Conservation Club 

Delano Sportsmens Club 

Fish Lake Sportsmen Club 
Fox Lake Conservation League 

Frontenac Sportsman Club 

Henderson Sportsmens Club, Inc. 

Holloway Rod & Gun Club 

Key Cities Conservation Club 

Lake City Sportsman's Club 

Lewiston Sportsmen’s Club 

Martin County Conservation Club 

Natural Resources Club @CLC 

New Brighton Sportsmen's Club 

New Market Sportsman Club 
Osseo Conservation Club 

Plymouth Gun Club 

Prior Lake Sportsmen Club 

Rainbow Sportsmen’s Club 

Rice Area Sportsmen's Club 

Scott County Pheasants Forever #0125 

Snake River Valley Conservation Club 

St. Joseph Rod and Gun Club 

Tri Lakes Sportsman's Club 

United Northern Sportsmen's Club 

United Northern Sportsmen's Club 

United Northern Sportsmen's Club 

Waverly Gun Club 

Wheatland Twin-Lakes Sportsmen Club 

Wright County Federation of Sportsmen's 
Clubs, Inc. 

Minnesota Chapter of the Wildlife Society 

MN Chapter AFS (fisheries) 

Leech Lake Fishing Task Force 

Minnesota Game Breeders and Shooting 

Preserve 

The following clubs are NOT current in membership!  

 

Kenyon Sportsmen’s Club 

LeSueur County Pheasants Forever 

Minnewawa Sportsmen’s Club 

American Fisheries Society 

Bluffland Whitetails Association 

Scott County Pheasants Forever 

 

Please visit our website at mncf.org for a membership  

renewal form or contact the office at 651-690-3077 


